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1
Changes to UK higher education funding for teaching from 2012

The public funding of higher education in England (and higher education now differs across the constituent parts of the UK) will, as from this academic year, 2012/13, be changed in a way that might fairly be described as revolutionary. This is, strictly speaking, a change in the funding for undergraduate teaching, as funding for other university activities reaches universities by different routes. The attached pdf is the UK government’s White Paper (that is, a formal statement of government policy), which sets out the changes the government is implementing in this academic year. I also attach a commentary on the White Paper by Stefan Collini.

BIS. (2011). Higher Education: Students at the Heart of the System (Cm 8122). London: Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (pdf attached)
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http://www.hefce.ac.uk/whatwedo/invest/
2
The new UK Research Excellence Framework

Research in UK universities has been subject to a regular, systematic process of quality evaluation since 1986 – originally called the Research Assessment Exercise (RAE), now the Research Excellence Framework (REF). The results of these exercises have determined the allocation of non-project public research funding, currently about £1.5 bn annually, and have also allowed the creation of “league-tables” of research quality by newspapers and others. The results have allowed successive UK governments to concentrate research activity in a small number of research-intensive universities. This and other aspects of the RAE/REF process remain controversial. The results of the next REF will be available in 2014.

http://www.ref.ac.uk/ 

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/whatwedo/rsrch/ 
3
The knowledge economy and university/business interactions
It is generally accepted that universities have a central role to play in knowledge production and dissemination. Yet it is their interactions with enterprises, public and private, that are crucial in determining the type of knowledge produced, and how it is applied or “valorised”. The processes here involve the transmission of knowledge between universities and enterprises, which lead to knowledge being re-created. Understanding the operation of these processes is essential in ensuring that universities play their full role in the knowledge economy.
Etzkowitz, H. (2008). The triple helix: university-industry-government innovation in action. New York, NY: Routledge

European Commission. (2011). Communication from the Commission: Supporting Growth and Jobs - an Agenda for the Modernisation of Europe's Higher Education Systems (COM (2011) 567). Brussels: European Commission.

Kwiek, M. (2012). 'Universities and knowledge production in Central Europe'. In P. Temple (Ed.), Universities in the Knowledge Economy: Higher education organisation and global change. Abingdon: Routledge

Temple, P. (2012). 'University organisation and knowledge production'. In P. Temple (Ed.), Universities in the Knowledge Economy: Higher education organisation and global change. Abingdon: Routledge
Temple, P. (2013, forthcoming). 'The changing character of university work'. In D. Crook and B. Cunningham (Eds), Professional life in modern UK higher education. London: Bedford Way Press (attached)

PRT/07.11.12

